July Water Conservation Tip

Water your lawn only when it needs it

A good way to see if your lawn needs watering is to step on the grass. If it springs back up
when you move, it doesn't need water. If it stays flat, the lawn is ready for watering. Letting
the grass grow taller (to 3") will also promote water retention in the soil.

Most lawns only need about 1" of water each week. During dry spells, you can stop
watering altogether and the lawn will go brown and dormant. Once cooler weather arrives,
the morning dew and rainfall will bring the lawn back to its usual vigor. This may result in
a brown summer lawn, but it saves a lot of water.

Deep-soak your lawn

When watering the lawn, do it long enough for the moisture to soak down to the roots

where it will do the most good. A light sprinkling can evaporate quickly and tends to

encourage shallow root systems. Put an empty tuna can on your lawn - when it's full,
you've watered about the right amount.

Water during the early parts of the day; avoid watering when it's windy

Early morning is generally better than dusk since it helps prevent the growth of fungus.
Early watering, and late watering, also reduce water loss to evaporation. Watering early in
the day is also the best defense against slugs and other garden pests. Try not to water
when it's windy - wind can blow sprinklers off target and speed evaporation.




